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system of commercial restrictions, and to go to the ocean as the
proper theatre of the war, Mr. "Webster made it -manifest that
no half-way measures could receive his support. In a very
short time the Administration found it necessary to introduce
a proposition to modify the Embargo ; and the vote given upon
it by Mr. Webster affords a remarkable illustration of the fidelity
and consistency with which he always adhered to his convictions
respecting the limits of constitutional powers. He never at any
time in his life believed that an embargo, unlimited in dura-
tion, and capable of being removed only by an act of Congress
assented to by the whole legislative power, is authorized by the
Constitution. The existing Embargo, enacted on the lYth of
December, 1813, was not'exactly of this character, like that of
180T; but it embraced the whole coasting as well as the whole
foreign trade of the United States. The consequence was, that
there coiild be no commerce by water between different States,
or between different ports of the same State. In the course of
tlio winter, a population of seven thousand persons, on the
island of 3STantuclcot, were in great extremities for want of the
necessaries of life. This island, belonging to Massachusetts,
fifteen miles long, and .three miles wide, and thirty miles from
the main-land, afforded no fuel, and produced scarcely any pro-
visions. The inhabitants had been engaged in the whale-fish-
ery ever since its first settlement, and had always depended
for their supplies upon the nearest towns on the coast. Thirty
of its pririoipal citizens were now in the town of !N~ew Bedford,
unable,'in consequence of the Embargo, to reach their families.
This perilous state of things, of which it can only be said that
it was not (although it should have been) foreseen, required
special relief. A bill was introduced to authorize the Presi-
dent to grant to the people of 35Tantucket certain privileges of
commerce with the main-land during the existence of the Em-
bargo. , Mr. "Webster voted against it, because he considered
that part of the Embargo which interdicted the coasting trade
as unconstitutional and void. He never would consent, he said,
to pass any law, giving to our citizens a privilege which they
enjoyed under the Constitution, and of which they could'not
be rightfully clivestecl. Seven other members voted with him
upon the same ground; all the other members voting for the bill.